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The Postmodern Condition

oucn . Yourg y
STANDING O gwe

& You SEE , IN THE POSTMODERN
COMPITION WE CREATE CUR OWN
REALITY BASLD LPON CLA
INTERMALIZED PRECONCEPTIONS,
GINCE THERE 1§ NO LONGER
ONEZ OBJTECTIVEL TRUTH,WE ARE
FREE To CREATE QUR OWM
TRUTH .- SO You GEE , THERE
& 15 NO RIGHT AND NRONG
TuST AN INFINITE
.NUMBER OF EGQUALLY
VALID “STORIZSY

STILL STAMDING 4

WELL, THAT'S ONE PoiNT
OF VIEW ... BUT ong
COULD ALSO SAY THAT
You'RE TRYING TO

You NELVER
WENT To COLLEGE

P You ?

BUT You'pe

ON MY NECK ?

CLAY BY7




Defining Postmodernism

 Postmodernism is a term used about
developments in architecture, art, literature, and
culture in the late 20th century.

 Postmodernism is generally characterised as
emerging from or reacting to modernism

* The term became predominant when the French
philosopher Jean-Francois Lyotard published The
Postmodern Condition (1979)



Modernism vs. Postmodernism

Modernism

* God is dead, the world is fragmented, everything
IS meaningless —> a sense of loss and search for
coherence

Postmodernism

* God is dead, the world is fragmented, everything
IS meaningless -> a sense of opportunity and
freedom, playing with genres, language, and
identity



Like Modernism...

Postmodernis_m
Rejects
boundaries betweem

e
e rigid genre distingtio

Emphasises
pastiche Ite ;),;-ﬁ'
Favo |
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= reflem N’y . @ "i‘ il CONBGIE
+ fragmentation and dis ontinuity™
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Important traits

Metafiction
Intertextuality
Pastiche
Fragmentation
Hybrid genre

The death of the grand
narrative

Relativism



The Death of Grand Narratives

 Postmodernism discards
the "grand narratives" and
their idea of order and a
universal truth

 Grand narratives are large-
scale theories eg. religions,

liberalism and Marxism. Jean-Francols

Lyotard (1924-1998)



Ontological problems

Ontology is the philosophical
study of the nature of being,
becoming, existence, or reality, as
well as the basic categories of
being and their relations

Sociologist Anthony Giddens
claims that in the modern world
ontological certainty is
fundamental in developing self-
identity

What would happen to Piglet if
Pooh didn’t exist?

=
Piglet sidled upte (7
Peoh Fl“ﬁh'q behind.

"Pooh !" he whispered,

L7

&

“Yes, Piglef?"
Y

“Nothing " said Piglet,
tdking Pooh's paw.
‘1 just wanted
to be Suve u'F vnu*”




Intertextuality

Intertextuality can refer
to:

1. An author borrowing
from and/or
transforming a former
text

2. Areader referencing
one text in reading
another (allusions).




Pastiche

The term
pastiche refers
to a work of art,
piece of writing,
etc. that
deliberately
copies the style
of somebody or
something else
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